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Shorter Bio 
Andrea Robinson is one of only 25 women in the world to hold the title of Master Sommelier and was the first 
woman named Best Sommelier in the United States. A three-time James Beard Award winner, author of four 
books, and award-winning television host, she is the creator, writer, director and host of The Swirled Cup, a 
documentary series exploring the people, places and ideas that transformed the modern world of wine, which 
debuted on Delta Air Lines in 2026. Andrea also hosts Quench, her monthly live show and podcast bringing 
wine, food, travel and culture together from the Culinary Institute of America at Copia in Napa Valley. She is 
the longtime Master Sommelier for Delta Air Lines and creator of The ONE wine glass. 

Short Bio — approximately 250 words 
Andrea Robinson is one of only 25 women in the world to hold the title of Master Sommelier. She was the first 
woman named Best Sommelier in the United States and the first American woman to compete in the 
Concours Mondial des Sommeliers, the international sommelier world championship. 

A three-time James Beard Award winner, author of four books, and award-winning television host, Andrea has 
spent her career making wine more accessible, engaging and connected to the larger worlds of food, travel 
and culture. 

She is the creator, writer, director and host of The Swirled Cup, a documentary series that debuted on Delta Air 
Lines in July 2026. Years in the making, the series grew from Andrea’s desire to capture an extraordinary period 
in wine history: how the vision of pioneering winemakers, growers, restaurateurs, sommeliers and other 
innovators helped transform wine around the world in just a few generations. Through stories spanning the 
Judgment of Paris and other pivotal moments, established regions and emerging ones, The Swirled Cup 
explores wine through the themes of Time, Place, Craft, Culture and Connection—and the people who give 
them meaning. 

Andrea also hosts Quench, a monthly live show and podcast from the Culinary Institute of America at Copia in 
Napa Valley, where she brings together leading voices in wine, food and hospitality for lively conversation, 
tasting and discovery. 

She is the longtime Master Sommelier for Delta Air Lines, creator of The ONE wine glass, and author of the 
award-winning Great Wine Made Simple and Everyday Dining with Wine. 
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Full Bio 
Andrea Robinson is one of only 25 women in the world to hold the title of Master Sommelier. She was the first woman 
named Best Sommelier in the United States and the first American woman to compete in the Concours Mondial des 
Sommeliers, the international sommelier world championship. A three-time James Beard Award winner, award-winning 
television host and author of four books, Andrea has built a career around a simple idea: wine becomes far more 
meaningful—and far less intimidating—when it is connected to people, food, place and culture. 
That philosophy is at the heart of Andrea’s newest and most ambitious project, The Swirled Cup, the documentary series 
she created, wrote, directed and hosts. The series debuted on Delta Air Lines in July 2026 after years of travel, filming and 
conversations with many of the people who helped shape the modern wine world. 
The inspiration for The Swirled Cup came from Andrea’s realization that one of the most consequential periods in wine’s 
8,000-year history had unfolded within a remarkably short span of time. Visionaries such as Robert Mondavi and André 
Tchelistcheff, the architects and participants of the 1976 Judgment of Paris, and pioneering producers and thinkers in 
wine regions around the world helped set in motion an extraordinary era of experimentation, collaboration and rising 
quality. Their influence inspired new generations of winemakers, growers, chefs, sommeliers, restaurateurs, travelers and 
storytellers—and helped turn wine into an increasingly global conversation. 
Rather than approaching wine simply through grapes, scores or regions, The Swirled Cup explores it through the themes 
of Time, Place, Craft, Culture and Connection. At its center are the people who give those ideas meaning and the stories 
of how wine connects agriculture, gastronomy, travel, history and community. 
Andrea continues that conversation through Quench, her monthly live show and podcast from the Culinary Institute of 
America at Copia in Napa Valley. Combining interviews, tasting, food, games and audience participation, Quench brings 
together leading winemakers, chefs, sommeliers and other innovators while giving consumers an entertaining way to 
deepen their own understanding and enjoyment of wine. 
Andrea is also the longtime Master Sommelier for Delta Air Lines, where her work has encompassed wine selection, 
education and storytelling. Over her career she has developed influential wine and hospitality programs for leading 
restaurants, hotels and travel companies, but education and communication have always been the common thread. 
Her four books include the best-selling Great Wine Made Simple: Straight Talk from a Master Sommelier, praised for its 
accessible, real-world approach to learning wine, and Everyday Dining with Wine, winner of the International Association 
of Culinary Professionals Cookbook Award. She is also the creator of The ONE, a precision wine-glass design developed 
through years of tasting and testing. 
Andrea’s television career includes more than 100 episodes across Food Network and Fine Living, including her 
groundbreaking series Quench, Simply Wine and Pairings with Andrea. Her work and career have been featured in The 
New York Times, People, Glamour, Elle, Food & Wine, NBC’s Today, NBC Nightly News, CBS This Morning and many other 
national media outlets. 
Earlier in her career, Andrea served as Cellarmaster and later Beverage Director at New York’s legendary Windows on the 
World and as Dean of Wine Studies at the International Culinary Center. She was inducted into the James Beard 
Foundation’s Who’s Who of Food & Beverage in America and has received honors including the M.F.K. Fisher Award from 
Les Dames d’Escoffier International and the Wine Appreciation Guild’s Wine Literary Award. 
Andrea lives with her family among the vineyards of Napa Valley. 


